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THE STRINGER 
October 2015 

Nuts and Pegs 
NEWS AND EVENTS 

OCTOBER 27: CSA BENEFIT 

CONCERT AND BURGERS AT 

HERMANN’S  

 

Mark your calendars: On Tuesday, 

October 27, Hermann’s European Café 

will be hosting a benefit concert for the 

Cadillac String Association. Violin-and-

guitar duo Mountain Gloom and 

Mountain Glory will start the show at 

5:30 p.m. This husband-and-wife team, 

comprised of CSA’s Kim Teachout and 

Matthew Valdiviez, will showcase a 

repertoire that explores a beloved array 

of American folk, bluegrass, ragtime, 

Irish fiddle, and Argentine tango 

classics. The concert will also feature 

special performances by cellist Jean 

Coonrod and violinist Darby Garland. 

 

In addition to his fine regular menu, Chef 

Hermann will be offering a special: a 

burger and draft beer for $9.95.  

 

A five-dollar suggested donation will 

help to fund scholarships and equipment 

for CSA. 
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  October 5, Teacher’s Meeting, MTMS, 6:30 p.m. 

  October 12, Board Meeting, Catlin’s House, 6:30 p.m. 

  October 19, Abby Zeller’s Book 1 Recital, Curry House, 1:00 

 p.m.     

  October 27, Mountain Gloom and Mountain Glory at  

 Hermann’s European Café, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

  

 

                             Birthdays! 
  October 29, Happy Birthday, Mark! 

  

 

 

Please direct any questions or concerns to Jesse Guest-Felsk, Gretel 

Deem, or your teacher.  Thank you! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Calendar  

October  2015 

CSA’S MISSION STATEMENT 

The CSA exists to offer young people and the 

general public, music education and music culture; 

to help local string musicians develop their skills and 

technique for a high level of performance; and to 

provide a variety of enrichment and performance 

opportunities to as many people as possible. 

http://cadillacstrings.org/
mailto:info@cadillacstings.org
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Rodney Page Master Class a 

Success! 

For the third year in a row, students, 

families, and friends of the Cadillac 

String Association have enjoyed 

the master classes and recitals of 

Mr. Rodney Page, a violinist from 

Lansing. He has been teaching and 

encouraging students for many 

years. Mr. Page is multi-talented: 

he not only plays the acoustic 

violin, but demonstrates his ability 

to play jazz on his electric violin, 

walking out among the audience, 

making people smile and clap along 

with the music, while his table of 

various record players and mixers 

are pre-set to accompany him. He is 

also a professional DJ and an 

accomplished pianist in both 

classical and jazz music, 

accompanying Twinkle and other 

Suzuki melodies with a twist of 

new harmonies. 

 
Earlier in the afternoon, six young 

violinists had the honor of his 

private instruction: Mark, Tessa, 

Lydia, Jacob, George, and Angela 

each played a well-prepared piece 

for him. He listened first, and then 

shared some of his trade secrets 

about such techniques as making a 

better bow tone or articulating the 

fourth finger on the left hand more 

effectively. Though these may 

sound like minute details, the 

students responding to his 

instruction found that it made 

enormous differences in the quality 

of their playing! 

 
Mr. Page offered an uplifting 

message to both students and 

audience: “Keep trying to get better 

and NEVER GIVE UP!” It was an 

inspiring afternoon. 

 

Please Consider Joining the 

CSA Board. 

The CSA board is the backbone of 

the Cadillac String Association, 

handling all of CSA’s business 

decisions. There are only two 

requirements for serving on the 

board: an interest in the 

organization and a willingness to 

attend the monthly meetings 

regularly. The responsibilities are 

not demanding, but they can 

become burdensome when only a 

few members get involved. So we 

would like to encourage any of you 

who may be interested to consider 

devoting some of your time, talent, 

experience, and vision by joining 

the CSA board in its mission or 

helping with office work, such as 

making phone calls, sending e-

mails, or stuffing envelopes. Please 

contact Jesse Guest-Felsk at 

mamatessa@gmail.com if you are 

interested. 
 

For Rent 
CSA owns two ¾ size violins that 

are available to rent. Much thanks 

to Mrs. Coonrod for getting the 

necessary repairs done so that our 

students can use them! Please 

contact Jesse Guest-Felsk if you are 

interested in renting an instrument! 

 

 

The Conductors: 
 

Jean Coonrod 

Beginning to advanced 

cello, intermediate bass, 

viola, violin, all ages. 

231-649-8238  

coonrods@netscape.net 
 

Leilani Kitler 

Violin and viola from Suzuki 

Bk 3 & up. 

231-779-4064 

kitler4@charter.net 
 

Bryce Ropp 

Suzuki violin, viola, and 

cello, beginning to 

advanced. 

586-337-2360 

bryceropp@gmail.com 

 

Kim Teachout 

Suzuki violin and viola, 

beginning to advanced,      

all ages.  

240-338-1919 

kim.teachout@gmail.com 
 

Questions about lessons? 

Contact our teachers!  
 

Jesse Guest-Felsk 

CSA President 

mamatessa@gmail.com 

231-667-0800 
 

 
 

 
 

BILLING INFO!  Please contact 

Gretel Deem with billing inquiries 

or concerns at   

gski@earthlink.net . 

 

Let us know what we can do to 

help you. 

Thank you!   

News and Events continued… 
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