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Nuts and Pegs
THIS ISSUE’S NOTES:  !

It’s back! 
The famous annual CSA Practice-a-thon is back! It 

starts in February, so the next newsletter will come out 
during the Practice-a-thon.  This is a reminder for those 
who know, and a heads up for those who don’t, how this 
all works.    

(Continued on page 2)               !
Getting to Know You 
Have you seen the musical “The King and I”? There 

is a song that sings “Getting to know you, getting to know 
all about you, getting to like you, getting to hope you like 
me.” Well I already know I like you, all of  you, because 
you are just so wonderful and creative and fun! But we 
will be getting to know each other a little better through 
the rest of  this school year through our newsletters and 
some questions your teachers will be giving you. 

(Continued on page 2) !
Always Room For More 
There is always room for one more (or two or ten!). 

I’m talking about the board for CSA.  Did you know that 
it is open to anybody?  There are no qualifications or 
requirements, not except for an interest in and dedication 
to your children, which you already have.  But there is a 
very real need, which does directly affect how we can 
serve you as members and families in CSA. 

(Continued on page 2) !
Term payments 
This is a reminder that winter term invoices went 

out in December. An apology from the biller:  
(Continued on page 2)
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C a d i l l a c  S t r i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n  

P . O .  B o x  8 3 5   
C a d i l l a c ,  M I   4 9 6 0 1

e m a i l :   
i n f o @ c a d i l l a c s t r i n g s . o r g

  Let’s celebrate the new year with a few birthdays scattered 
among our events.  Keep your eyes and ears trained for fun 
news! !
January 5, Lessons resume 
Dec. 10, Happy Birthday, Sarah! 
Jan. 3, Happy Birthday, Mia! 
Jan. 6, Happy Birthday, Jacob! 
Jan. 11, Happy Birthday, Bella! 
January 12, Board Meeting, MTMS, 6:30 pm. 
February Practice-A-Thon begins! 
Feb. 3, Happy Birthday, Angela! 
Feb. 8, Happy Birthday, Nefret! 
February 9, Board meeting, MTMS, 6:30 pm 
Feb. 16, NO GROUP LESSONS (President’s Day, schools closed) 
Feb. 20, Happy Birthday, Andy! 
Feb. 24, Last week of  winter term 
Feb. 29, Happy Birthday, Abby! !
Any other questions or concerns, please direct to Gretel, Jesse Guest-
Felsk, Kristien Thrall, or your teacher.  Thank you! !
Music Joke: Going chopin, be bach in minuet! !!!

Fine Tuner 
Calendar for January 2015 

CSA’S MISSION STATEMENT 
The CSA exists to offer young people and the general 
public, music education and music culture; to help local 
string musicians develop their skills and technique for a 
high level of  performance; and to provide a variety of  
enrichment and performance opportunities to as many 
people as possible.
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  !
     Practice-a-thon is a fund raiser the students do 
for CSA during the month of  February. It is a 
fairly straight forward process: the students 
continue with their daily practicing. Only 
difference being, that now they are recording their 
practice sessions each day. For every minute or 
hour they practice, they raise funds for CSA.  Like 
a walk-a-thon where an individual raises funds for 
an organization or charity by getting sponsors for 
every mile they walk, here the students get 
sponsors for every minute/hour they practice. At 
the end of  the month the records and funds are 
turned in to the teachers. A few weeks later, when 
the results have been tallied, the students have a 
party to celebrate their achievements.  
     The funds raised go towards the student 
scholarship fund. We are thrilled to be able to offer 
the opportunity to play with CSA to several 
counties and school districts in the area. Each 
student that shows interest is given an opportunity 
to take lessons. If  they are unable to pay for the 
lessons in full, their families can ask for a 
scholarship which assists in covering the cost of  the 
private lessons.  We don’t want to turn down any 
students because of  financial need.  In fact, we are 
hoping to get to the point where extra funds raised 
throughout the year can go towards things like 
instrument rental fees, summer camp scholarships, 
even recital uniforms. We are not at that point yet, 
but with the help of  dedicated families taking time 
to participate in fund raisers, we aren’t that far 
from reaching that goal.  !!
     To start us off  in the getting acquainted game, I 
will share some things about myself, using the 
same questions your teachers will be sharing with 
you. I am a parent of  3 students in CSA. We have 
been a part of  CSA for at least 5 years now.  Our 
participation started with my middle child’s 
interest in violin. As her brothers watched and 
listened to her play, they too became interested 
and now they take lessons and even enjoy playing 
music together. I started serving on the board 
when I learned that there was a need for someone 
to help with newsletters.  I don’t play a stringed 
instrument, but I do play the piano and I sang in 
choirs all through my school years. As far as what I 
want to do when I grow up, I’m still waiting for 

that day, when I am mature enough to say “I’ve 
grown up!” But seriously, I enjoy homeschooling 
my children, being there for my husband, and 
supporting my family in their various interests and 
pursuits. Our family also enjoys ministering with 
Child Evangelism Fellowship in this area.  If  I 
make free time (for it never just arrives!), I enjoy 
reading, walking, hiking, fat-biking, cross country 
skiing, swimming, writing, watching movies, and 
having tea or coffee with a friend.  My favorite 
color is probably red. My favorite flower is the red 
geranium. My favorite sport is definitely 
swimming. My favorite book is the Bible. My 
favorite story is . . . Oh, who could choose! If  I 
could take a trip anywhere, anytime for any 
reason, I confess right now I’m highly swayed by 
the raging cold outside and would go somewhere 
warmer and sunnier!  !!
     The CSA board functions as the backbone of  
the association, making sure all the nitty-gritty is 
taken care of  so the rest of  the fun can go on.  
When we were looking at the very real possibility 
of  “closing the doors” a couple years ago because 
of  a disappearing number of  officers on the board, 
the few remaining held out, new ones stepped up 
to the plate, and CSA forged ahead. When 
decisions need to be made about various items, 
they are brought up at the monthly board 
meetings and issues are resolved or opened for 
discussion as needed.  We enjoy each other’s 
company, we love supporting our talented students, 
we are thrilled to offer this gift of  talent to the 
community to enrich the lives around us. However, 
there are a number of  things that need to be taken 
care of  and it does become rather weighty when a 
few carry the load.  The requirements for serving 
on the board: an interest in the organization and a 
willingness to attend meetings. It would help if  you 
were willing to assist in helping in some way, 
whether that was making phone calls or sending 
emails or stuffing envelopes, but that is optional.  !!
I noticed after I’d already sent out the winter term 
invoices that they were listed on the form as “fall 
term” though that should have read “winter 
term”. The dates were correct and the term ends 
the last week of  February.  The next payments will 
be due the week of  March 9. If  you have not yet 
mailed in your winter payment, please do so as 

THE STRING 
SECTION !!

The Conductors: !!
Rebekah Klein 

Teaches violin, Suzuki 
Beginning - Bk 4. 

231-876-5667 work 
Rebekah.klein@cadillac.k12.m

i.us !
Leilani Kitler 

Teaches violin and viola 
From Suzuki Bk 3 & up. 

231-779-4064 
kitler4@charter.net !!Jean Coonrod 

Teaches beginning to advanced 
cello, intermediate bass, viola, 
violin.  She also teaches adult 

students.  
coonrods@netscape.net 

231-649-8238 
Questions about lessons? 

Contact our teachers!  !
Kim Teachout 

240-338-1919 
kim.teachout@gmail.com !

Jesse Guest-Felsk 
CSA President 

mamatessa@gmail.com 
231-667-0800 !
Kristen Thrall 

CSA Vice President 
msthrall@yahoo.com 

231-884-6754 !!!
BILLING INFO!  Please 
contact Gretel Deem with billing 
inquiries or concerns at   
gski@earthlink.net . Let us know 
what we can do to help you.	

Thank you!  
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