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Nuts and Pegs
THIS ISSUE’S NOTES:  !

SPRING RECITAL IS HERE! 
Surely, the students are all practiced up and 

ready for a wonderful concert this coming Monday.  
Many thanks to:  the parents whose support makes 
all this possible; to the teachers doing such a 
marvelous job with our children - we are so happy 
to have you! And of  course thanks to the students 
themselves for their hard work, determination, and 
beautiful music.  We are looking forward to hearing 
you very soon! !

BITTERSWEET GOOD-BYES 
As I mentioned above, we are so thankful to 

our teachers.  We have a super group working with 
us in the Cadillac String Association.  Two of  our 
dear family members are moving on at the end of  
this term.  Alicia Woodman and Carrie Blaha have 
both been such valuable members of  our team and 
musical family, I can hardly imagine CSA without 
them! At the same time, they are each moving on to 
exciting new ventures and we are happy for them.  
Life is constantly changing, moving, expanding.  
The beauty of  our relationship with them through 
CSA is that their music will stay with us after they 
go and ours with them.  Godspeed and God’s 
blessings to you both! !

More musical fun on page 2
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e m a i l :   
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  Let’s celebrate the new year with a few birthdays scattered 
among our events.  Keep your eyes and ears trained for fun 
news! 
March 3 Spring term begins 
March 10 Spring term bill payments due 
May 12 Spring recital. 1st Presbyterian Church. 5/5:30 dress 
rehearsal; 6:30 concert.  Reception afterwards. (Brief  board 
mtg. to follow.) 
(May 14, Happy Birthday, Amelia!) 
May 18 CSO Concert; HS Auditorium, 3 pm 
May 21 Last week of  Spring Term 
(May 26 Happy Birthday, Lydia!) 
June 3 Happy Birthday, Nick! 
July 2 Happy Birthday, Tessa! 
July 13 Happy Birthday, Caleb! 
July 19  Cadillac Art Festival  
July 23 Happy Birthday, Ginny! 
July 27 Happy Birthday, Teena! 
August 7 Happy Birthday, Darby! 
August 13 Happy Birthday, Elijah! 
August 17 Happy Birthday, Stephen! 
Remember to contact Gretel Deem if  you need to make 
arrangements for your term payments: csabilling@earthlink.net 
Any questions or concerns, please direct to Gretel, Jesse Guest-Felsk, 
or your teacher.  Thank you! !

Fine Tuner 
Calendar for Spring/Summer 2014 

CSA’S MISSION STATEMENT 
The CSA exists to offer young people and the general 
public, music education and music culture; to help local 
string musicians develop their skills and technique for a 
high level of  performance; and to provide a variety of  
enrichment and performance opportunities to as many 
people as possible.
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       This time of year finds us in our gardens raking 
out last year’s leaves, weeding, planting new 
flowers.  How many of us look at a yard 
overflowing with the remains of winter and long for 
a helping hand (or 2 or 10!)?  “Many hands make 
light work!”  This commonly heard quote is so true.	

The CSA board welcomes your input!  We have a 
good time together on board meeting nights, the 
second Monday of every month, with breaks in the 
summer months.  We make decisions about fund 
raising, outreach opportunities, and concerts.  We 
are always trying to find the best way to encourage 
learning and growth in our students and open up 
new opportunities for them.  We have plenty of fun 
ideas, but sometimes lack time and hands to carry 
them out! Please consider joining our team.  It’s all 
for the good of our children. Contact Jesse Guest- 
Felsk, Gretel Deem, Kristen Thrall, or your teacher 
to express an interest in being a part.  Thank you!	

    	
!
These questions are for the students.  Do you 
consider yourselves “masters”?  The Suzuki 
method encourages you to “master” a song, 
meaning to gain complete control over that song, to 
conquer all obstacles in the song, before you move 
on to the next one.  Considering this, we could call 
you each “masters of music”.  So let’s turn the 
tables around.  Instead of me giving you 
information, I’ll ask you the questions and you can 
give me the info.  Here is my email address.  You 
can email your answers and I will put them in the 
next newsletter.  	

Gretel Deem:  csabilling@earthlink.net	

Here we go!	

•What is your favorite instrument to play? 

Why?	

•Did you start playing another instrument 

before you joined CSA? If so, what was it and 
did it help you learn your string instrument?	

•Did you dream of playing your string 

instrument before you started playing?  If so, 
for how long did you dream, think, plan, wait?	


I will enjoy hearing from you! Please contact me 
with your answers,  Be sure to include your name, 
age or grade and teacher.  Thank you!  Good job!	

Answers to: Do You Know?  	

•What age was Shin’ichi Suzuki when he first 

started playing a musical instrument?  As a 
youth, Shin’chi Suzuki wanted to play the violin.  
He heard it first on a phonograph recording. He 
picked up a violin from his father’s factory and 
began to teach himself to play by ear.  However, 
his father did not approve of him playing an 
instrument and refused to let him play, believing 
it was beneath their social status.  When he was 
17, Shin’chi began to teach himself in earnest.  
Eventually, he convinced his father to let him 
study further.  	

•What song first inspired him?  “Ave Maria” by 

Franz Schubert.	

•Which instrument was it he wanted to play?  He 

wanted to play the violin.  	

•Who was his first instructor?  His first teacher 

was in Tokyo.  At 22 years old, he traveled to 
Germany and studied with Karl Klinger.  	
!

Other items of interest about a Shin’chi Suzuki	

•While in Germany, he became friends with Albert 

Einstein.  Einstein encouraged him to continue 
learning classical music. 	

• Suzuki started his teaching movement in Japan 

shortly after WWII.  One of his students went on 
to be the concertmaster of the Indianapolis 
Symphony Orchestra.	

• John Kendall is credited with bringing the Suzuki 

method of teaching and learning to the U.S. in the 
1950’s, with adaptations to better fit American 
classrooms. 	
!
NEW! Do You Know? 	

Students, if you have played with the Suzuki 
method for any length time,  you should know the 
answer to this question easily:	
!
What is song is used as a starting point for most 
instruments in the Suzuki method, commonly played 
with variations of the main theme?	

(The challenge: if you do not know the answer, or 
to check if you are right, research it by finding 
instruction books in the Suzuki method for other 
instruments and see what the first few songs are. 
Are they the same for your chosen instrument?)	
!!
BILLING INFO!  Please make note of an email 
address change!  The best way to reach Gretel 
Deem with billing inquiries, concerns, or 
suggestions, is now: csabilling@earthlink.net.  
Thank you!   	


THE STRING 
SECTION !!

The First Movement 
Alicia Woodman 

Teaches beginning violin 
231-388-3406 cell 

aliciaviolin@yahoo.com !Carrie Blaha  
Teaches Beginning violin 

319-404-1928 
carrierene.m@gmail.com !The Second Movement 

Rebekah Klein 
Teaches violin, Suzuki Beginning 

- Bk 4. 
231-876-5667 work 

Rebekah.klein@cadillac.k12.mi.
us !The Third Movement 

Leilani Kitler 
Teaches violin and viola 

From Suzuki Bk 3 & up. 
231-779-4064 

kitler4@charter.net !Jean Coonrod 
Teaches beginning to advanced 
cello, intermediate bass, viola, 
violin.  She also teaches adult 

students.  
coonrods@netscape.net 

231-649-8238 
Questions about lessons? Contact 

our teachers!  !Jesse Guest-Felsk 
CSA President 

mamatessa@gmail.com 
231-667-0800 !

Want to know more about 
Shin’ichi Suzuki? Check out 

Wikipedia, Suzuki Association 
of  the Americas, and the 

International Suzuki Assocation 

SPRING INTO BUSINESS

QUESTIONS FOR THE MASTERS
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