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Nuts and Pegs
THIS ISSUE’S NOTES:  !

CSA IS HERE TO SERVE YOU 
I was asked a question recently which reminded me 

of  what our purpose is in the Cadillac String Association.  
Someone asked me what they need to do to be a part of  
CSA.  With CSA it is not about what you can do for us 
but what we can do for you. At the risk of  sounding cheesy 
and a bit like a commercial, I say that in all seriousness.  
Yes, we would encourage your child to participate in 
outreach events and we would like your family to help us 
in our fundraising efforts.  But we hope you do these 
things because you want to support us, as much as we want 
to support you.  First and foremost, let it be clear, 
we are here for you! You are important to us.  Your 
family’s interest in music is important to us.  We want to 
bring joy into your lives.  Let us know how we can better 
support you.  It is, truly, our pleasure! !

SPRING RECITAL - A BLAST 
The students did a wonderful job on their 

performances this past recital.  It was inspiriting and 
motivating for the listeners and encouraging for students 
and teachers.  I think it is always rewarding to see the 
accomplishments that are made from the beginning to the 
end of  the year.  Whatever your plans may be this 
summer, whether you have lots of  free time and lessons or 
not, remember your love for music and the rewards that 
are sure to come.  Most importantly: enjoy it!  That’s 
what it is all about - not just the enjoyment of  your 
listeners, but yours as well! !

More musical fun on page 2
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  Let’s celebrate the new year with a few birthdays scattered 
among our events.  Keep your eyes and ears trained for fun 
news! !
June 3 Happy Birthday, Nick! !
June 9, Board meeting, MTMS, 6:30. !
July 2 Happy Birthday, Tessa! 
July 13 Happy Birthday, Caleb! !
July 19  Cadillac Art Festival  !
July 23 Happy Birthday, Ginny! 
July 27 Happy Birthday, Teena! 
August 7 Happy Birthday, Darby! 
August 13 Happy Birthday, Elijah! 
August 17 Happy Birthday, Stephen! !
Look for notification of  other outreach opportunities with 
CSA in your email inbox! We will inform you as the 
opportunities arise. !
Remember to contact Gretel Deem if  you need to make 
arrangements for your term payments: csabilling@earthlink.net 
Any questions or concerns, please direct to Gretel, Jesse Guest-Felsk, 
or your teacher.  Thank you! !!

Fine Tuner 
Calendar for Summer 2014 

CSA’S MISSION STATEMENT 
The CSA exists to offer young people and the general 
public, music education and music culture; to help local 
string musicians develop their skills and technique for a 
high level of  performance; and to provide a variety of  
enrichment and performance opportunities to as many 
people as possible.
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!
  The following two pieces ran in the last 
newsletter.  I am running them again because of 
their importance. If you are willing to help us 
out on the board,  please let one of us know as 
soon as you can.  There is another board 
meeting next week to which all are welcome.  
Also, students, please share some answers to 
these questions with me!  Parents, please 
encourage your students to share their musical 
experiences with us in writing.  Thank you!	

	
	
 	

	
	
 	


       This time of year finds us in our gardens raking 
out last year’s leaves, weeding, planting new 
flowers.  How many of us look at a yard 
overflowing with the remains of winter and long for 
a helping hand (or 2 or 10!)?  “Many hands make 
light work!”  This commonly heard quote is so true.	

The CSA board welcomes your input!  We have a 
good time together on board meeting nights, the 
second Monday of every month, with breaks in the 
summer months.  We make decisions about fund 
raising, outreach opportunities, and concerts.  We 
are always trying to find the best way to encourage 
learning and growth in our students and open up 
new opportunities for them.  We have plenty of fun 
ideas, but sometimes lack time and hands to carry 
them out! Please consider joining our team.  
Students, we would love your input! Please come 
join Ruth Deem as a student board member.   It’s 
all for the good of our children. Contact Jesse 
Guest-Felsk, Gretel Deem, Kristen Thrall, or your 
teacher to express an interest in being a part.  
Thank you!	
!!
These questions are for the students.  Do you 
consider yourselves “masters”?  The Suzuki 
method encourages you to “master” a song, 
meaning to gain complete control over that song, to 
conquer all obstacles in the song, before you move 
on to the next one.  Considering this, we could call 
you each “masters of music”.  So let’s turn the 
tables around.  Instead of me giving you 
information, I’ll ask you the questions and you can 
give me the info.  Here is my email address.  You 

can email your answers and I will put them in the 
next newsletter.  	

Gretel Deem:  csabilling@earthlink.net	

Here we go!	

•What is your favorite instrument to play? 

Why?	

•Did you start playing another instrument 

before you joined CSA? If so, what was it and 
did it help you learn your string instrument?	

•Did you dream of playing your string 

instrument before you started playing?  If so, 
for how long did you dream, think, plan, wait?	


I will enjoy hearing from you! Please contact me 
with your answers,  Be sure to include your name, 
age or grade and teacher.  Thank you!  Good job!	
!

THE CHANGING OF THE GUARD	

We did bid a farewell to two of our beloved 

teachers at this past recital, Carrie Blaha and Alicia 
Woodman.  As we said before, we love you and 
wish you Godspeed and God’s blessings. While we 
can never replace the two who have moved on, we 
are excited to welcome a new teacher to CSA.  She 
will start teaching with us this coming fall term.  
Look for more info about our newest CSA family 
member in the next newsletter. 	
!
NEW! Do You Know? 	

Our family has a favorite musical, particularly fun 
this time of year.  It just so happens the Cadillac 
High School did this musical this year for their 
Spring show: The Music Man.  Did you see it?  
Have you watched the film?  It is a family fun 
show, especially if you like a little music with your 
movie.  Here are a few fun facts about The Music 
Man:   It was a play before it was a movie.  What 
year did it come out on Broadway?  1957.  When 
did the movie actually come out? 1962.  How many 
performances did it have in its first Broadway run? 
1,357!  During the movie, in the scene on the 
footbridge, Harold Hill says he is expecting a 
telegram from Rudy Friml.  Was he for real? Yes, 
He was a composer.  His most popular work was 
“The Donkey Serenade”.  Did you know that the 
very first grammy award was presented to The 
Music Man? Now a question for you: What song 
did Harold Hill have the children learn with the 
“think system”?  Have you ever played it?  
Warning: Don’t rely on “the think system” for 
perfecting your instrument!  Practice well!	
!

THE STRING 
SECTION !!

The Conductors: !!
Rebekah Klein 

Teaches violin, Suzuki Beginning 
- Bk 4. 

231-876-5667 work 
Rebekah.klein@cadillac.k12.mi.

us !
Leilani Kitler 

Teaches violin and viola 
From Suzuki Bk 3 & up. 

231-779-4064 
kitler4@charter.net !!Jean Coonrod 

Teaches beginning to advanced 
cello, intermediate bass, viola, 
violin.  She also teaches adult 

students.  
coonrods@netscape.net 

231-649-8238 
Questions about lessons? Contact 

our teachers!  !!
Jesse Guest-Felsk 

CSA President 
mamatessa@gmail.com 

231-667-0800 !
Kristen Thrall 

CSA Vice President 
msthrall@yahoo.com 

231-884-6754 !!!
BILLING INFO!  Please make 
note of an email address change!  
The best way to reach Gretel 
Deem with billing inquiries, 
concerns, or suggestions, is now: 
csabilling@earthlink.net.  Thank 
you!  

SPRING INTO BUSINESS

QUESTIONS FOR THE MASTERS
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