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Nuts and Pegs
THIS ISSUE’S NOTES:  !

CONGRATS!  
Congratulations to those dedicated students 

who have completed Practice-a-Thon!  We hope 
you have learned a lot, enjoyed your instrument, 
and plan on continuing that level of  practicing from 
here on out!  Keep perfecting your art, even after 
PAT ends.  Good job!  Remember: Forms and 
money are due by March 10. Turn in to your 
teacher. The party is the 17th.  Parents, please help 
ensure your students have collected all funds and 
turned in the form and money on time.  This helps 
us to be efficient and timely with the business-end 
of  PAT.  Thank you! !

CONCERT COMING! 
We enjoyed quite a treat in April of  last year 

when accomplished pianist Michael Coonrod, 
husband of  our cello and bass teacher, Jean 
Coonrod, played a benefit concert for us.  The 
entire community was invited, while proceeds from 
ticket sales were generously donated to CSA.  We 
are thrilled to say that he is back, by popular 
demand!  This time he is brining a friend of  his, 
David Holland, on the viola.  Michael will play solo 
as well as with David.  Please plan on attending, 
and invite plenty of  friends to come along!  Stay 
tuned for more info in future newsletters about 
ticket pricing and bios on Michael and David. 

More musical fun on page 2
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e m a i l :   
i n f o @ c a d i l l a c s t r i n g s . o r g

  Let’s celebrate the new year with a few birthdays scattered 
among our events.  Keep your eyes and ears trained for fun 
news! !
March 3 Spring term begins 
March 8, Happy Birthday, Ryan! 
March 10 Spring term bill payments due 
March 10 Board Meeting; MTMS, 6:30pm-8pm 
March 10 Forms and Money from Practice-a-thon due 
March 17 Practice-a-thon Party 
March 31- April 4 No lessons.  Spring Break. 
April 13  Benefit Concert with Michael Coonrod; 1st Presbyterian 	
	         Church, 4pm 
April 18  CSA Board Meeting; MTMS, 6:30 pm-8pm 
May 14  CSA Board Meeting; MTMS, 6:30 pm-8pm 
(May 14, Happy Birthday, Amelia!) 
May 18 CSO Concert; HS Auditorium, 3 pm 
May 21 Last week of  Spring Term 
(May 26, Happy Birthday, Lydia!) 
July 19  Cadillac Art Festival !
Remember to contact Gretel Deem if  you need to make 
arrangements for your term payments: csabilling@earthlink.net 
Any questions or concerns, please direct to Gretel, Jesse Guest-Felsk, 
or your teacher.  Thank you! !

Fine Tuner 
Calendar for Spring 2014 

CSA’S MISSION STATEMENT 
The CSA exists to offer young people and the general 
public, music education and music culture; to help local 
string musicians develop their skills and technique for a 
high level of  performance; and to provide a variety of  
enrichment and performance opportunities to as many 
people as possible.
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      Did you know that there used to be a youth 
orchestra in Cadillac? This orchestra was created 
specifically for the purpose of providing youth an 
opportunity to play in a symphony orchestra.  It 
was called the Cadillac Area Youth Orchestra, or 
CAYO for short. There were certain requirements 
for entrance, based on playing ability. Weekly 
practices gave students a chance to get used to 
playing with different kinds of instruments, as well 
as time to hone their individual parts in 
“sectionals”.  It was a wonderful way to prepare 
older students for college level playing or for 
performing with an adult orchestra.  It challenged 
beginning CAYO members to rise to new levels of 
ability, while providing motivation and inspiration 
for younger musicians in the community.  
Circumstances beyond our control required an 
extended hiatus for CAYO. However, CSA is 
interested in getting CAYO up and running again.  
Would you like to help us out? There are multiple 
ways to assist, from making phone calls, to 
speaking with people, to simply providing ideas 
and encouragement in regards to starting CAYO. If 
you would like to participate in getting this 
fantastic musical opportunity functioning in our 
community again, please contact Jesse Guest-Felsk, 
mamatessa@gmail.com, or Gretel Deem, 

csabilling@earthlink.net. More hands make light 

work! Please join with us in making this wonderful 
experience possible for your children.	
! !
     Parents, you have seen the words “Suzuki” on 
the front of your children’s music book, but do you 
know what that refers to? How much do you know 
about the man that started this method of 
instruction? My family has been with CSA for over 
4 years now, but I also learned new things about 
Suzuki while researching this information! 	

	
     Shin’ichi Suzuki believed that music students 
could begin as young as three or four, and in some 
cases two years old! He believed it was important 
for the musician to be saturated in the art, including 
exposure to other music students and music 

concerts as well through their own personal music 
instruction. Other aspects of his early beliefs have 
stayed a central part of the Suzuki method.  For 
instance, the teachers should be well trained in the 
Suzuki method; the students would retain and 
review every piece of music ever learned on a 
regular basis, in order to raise technical and 
musical ability; frequent public performance would 	

make the playing experience natural and enjoyable 
for the child. 	

      Perhaps one of the most important aspects of 
the Suzuki method has always been the 
encouragement for the music student to practice 
faithfully on a daily basis.  (Which fits in perfectly 
with “Practice-a-Thon”, doesn’t it?)  It has been 
stressed since the beginning of the implementation 
of this method (the method came to the US in the 
early 1950s) that the parent does not need to play.  
Of course that is a wonderful help! (And a few of 
our families have done this very thing!) However, it 
was encouraged, regardless of the parent’s own 
instrumental experience, to be present during 
practices, in order to encourage and assist the child 
in achieving his goals.  The parent is asked to be 
present during the lessons for the young children to 
take notes of what the teacher does with the child. 
This element is stressed so much in Suzuki that a 
newspaper once called it the “Mom-Centric 
Method”.	

      There are so many fascinating things to share 
about Shin’ichi Suzuki and his method, how can I 
choose? For starters, his own playing career began 
when he heard a particular song and longed to be 
able to play it.  Later in life, Suzuki wanted to see 
children develop “noble hearts”, inspired by great 
music and diligent study, and dedicated his life’s 
work to this end.	
!!
BILLING INFO!  Please make note of an email 
address change!  The best way to reach Gretel 
Deem with billing inquiries, concerns, or 
suggestions, is now: csabilling@earthlink.net.  
Thank you!   	

	
	
 	

Do You Know?  What age was Shin’ichi Suzuki 
when he first started playing a musical instrument? 
What song first inspired him?  Which instrument 
was it he wanted to play?  Who was his first 
instructor?   (ANSWERS IN NEXT ISSUE!)	
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The First Movement 
Alicia Woodman 

Teaches beginning violin 
231-388-3406 cell 

aliciaviolin@yahoo.com !Carrie Blaha  
Teaches Beginning violin 

319-404-1928 
carrierene.m@gmail.com !The Second Movement 

Rebekah Klein 
Teaches violin, Suzuki Beginning 

- Bk 4. 
231-876-5667 work 

Rebekah.klein@cadillac.k12.mi.
us !The Third Movement 

Leilani Kitler 
Teaches violin and viola 

From Suzuki Bk 3 & up. 
231-779-4064 

kitler4@charter.net !Jean Coonrod 
Teaches beginning to advanced 
cello, intermediate bass, viola, 
violin.  She also teaches adult 

students.  
coonrods@netscape.net 

231-649-8238 
Questions about lessons? Contact 

our teachers!  !Jesse Guest-Felsk 
CSA President 

mamatessa@gmail.com 
231-667-0800 !

Want to know more about 
Shin’ichi Suzuki? Check out 

Wikipedia, Suzuki Association 
of  the Americas, and the 

International Suzuki Assocation 

YOUTH ORCHESTRA

WHAT IS “SUZUKI” ANYWAY?
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